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Dear Chairman Sanchez and Chairman McCrory, 

Thank you for allowing me to share my thoughts regarding House Bill 7110. My name is Tom 
Brant and I currently serve as President of the Connecticut Association of School Psychologists (CASP). In 
addition, I’m a special education administrator in an urban school district along the shoreline. Prior, I 
served as a school psychologist in Newtown. My oral testimony is supplemental to the written testimony 
that was submitted jointly by CASP and the Connecticut Council of Administrators of Special Education. 

I would like to draw the committees attention that while this bill is an improvement from 
previous versions, having served on the working group that was appointed by Governor Malloy, I am not 
aware of the origin of this current version as my understanding is that the working group never came to 
a consensus regarding the previous bill.  

This bill, as currently constructed, does not provide provisions for creating proactive measures 
to ensure that our students do not engage in negative behaviors. Within that, CASP recommends that 
the committee consider that our schools need more school employed mental health providers (school 
psychologists and school social workers) to provide the required behavioral support that students 
require. This bill is currently reactive as opposed to proactive. This bill waits for something to happen as 
opposed to providing the supports required to reduce the likelihood of an act occurring.  

Chairman Sanchez and Chairman McCrory, the role of school psychologists and CASP, is to 
ensure the protection of educational rights, opportunities, and well-being of all children, especially 
those who voices have been muted, identities obscured, or needs ignored. We are agents of social 
justice change that promote non-discriminatory practices and we are concerned that unintentionally this 
bill will discriminate against those that we strive to protect on a daily basis.  

Thank you for your time today.  

  

 


